[Significance of molecular genetics in oncology].
The development of Molecular Biology in recent years has had a profound impact in all Medical research fields and has been particularly important for the progress of oncology research. A whole body of new methodologies has been specifically designed to investigate the structure and the expression of cellular genes. This new field has rapidly extended far beyond basic research, with applications that are becoming exceedingly relevant in the resolution of many important clinical problems. As a consequence of a better understanding of the biology of neoplastic cells, more rationale therapeutic approaches as well as new diagnostic tools could be developed. The objective of the present work is to discuss the multiple contributions of Molecular Biology in research, diagnosis and therapy in oncology.